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The Honourable Speaker,
Honourable District Councillors,
Head of Departmerits/ Sections,
Partners,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Mr Speaker Sir,

Mr Speaker, The women's Advocacy Network(WAN) is a forum where war affected
women come together to advocate for justice, acknowledgment and accountability for
gender based violations/abuses inflicted upon them during the war in northern Uganda.
The network is an initiative of Justice and Reconciliation Project, a nongovernmental
organisation working towards justice and reconciliation of war affected communities.
Women's advocacy network was formed in may 2011 with the aim of empowering
women survivors to participate in post conflict policy debates and to engage
grassroots communities in gendered discussions on reintegration and reconciliation.
Currently WAN is comprised of nine groups in Acholi sub region and works together
with war affected women from other sub regions in Northern Uganda. WAN meets
quarterly at the JRP offices to discuss advocacy issues and develop strategies to ensure
that issues affecting their members are addressed. Part of our mission as WAN has been
to engage on issues affecting us after the conflict so that sustainable peace is achieved
where affected women war will enjoy full rights and Policymakers in Uganda especially
parliament will get to know and act on the challenges we are facing

We war affected women under the umbrella of the Women's Advocacy Network, our
future, our children’s future and that of the people in Northern Uganda remains a
struggle though the guns are silent. We suffered disproportionately during conflict and
yet the society does not seem prepared for the challenges we continue to face in post
conflict Northern Uganda. We feel sidelined when everyone worries and looks for
interventions to reintegrate back the male combatants. There is need for our plight to
be highlighted and interventions put in place to help us too as victims of war.
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Most of us who were abducted by the Lord’s Resistance Army returned with children
we bore in captivity, without an opportunity to go to school or get training on skills that
can héelp us get gainful employment, we are jobless yet we have to take care of our
children. Those of us who were in internally displaced camps suffered a similar fate
where we were vulnerable to rape and sexual exploitation and bore children out of
rape. Our children and us suffer from both physical and mental health complications
such as gun wounds, trauma, gynaecological problems as a result of giving birth early
under harsh conditions while in captivity or in the internally displaced camps,
HIV/AIDs, among other challenges.

As we had mentioned earlier most of us never got a chance to go to school, that means
that we are not able to access gainful employment for lack of necessary skills. Access to
land remains a great challenge because we live in a patriachal society where you can
only access land through your husband yet most of us are not married. Those of us who
are widowed are blocked from accessing our land by our relatives. This has left us in a
vulnerable social economic situation where we are relegated to be casual labourers
barely getting enough to sustain us and our children. In addition to this, the community
continues to stigmatise us and our children due to our past. There has not been genuine
reconciliation between us and the community.

We are doing our part to help alleviate some of these challenges. We continue to hold
dialogue with communities on the need for reconciliation and fighting stigmatization.
We are working with local stakeholders including religious leaders, traditional leaders
and the Local councils to ensure that our issues are taken into consideration at
community level by engendering the reconciliation and reintegration discussions.
However, we cannot be able to achieve much without policy intervention, that is why
we would like to request you as you petition parliament on our behalf, to highlight
these issues on our behalf:-

Our Children:-

As we have mentioned earlier, our children who were either born in captivity as a result
of forced marriage or in internally displaced camps as a result of rape, live under
deplorable conditions. We are not able to fully provide for them materially thus their
schooling continue to be interrupted. They continue to suffer from stigmatization from
the community. We feel that it is necessary for parliament to push the government to
do the following:-
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1. Provide a comprehensive bursary package for our children. This should include
school fees up to the highest level; provision of items needed like books, personal
effects such as sanitary towels and provision of psychosocial services to help
them have a wholesome education. Currently there is a boarding school for war
affected children, but it cannot accommodate all the children who are war
affected. In fact currently very few children born in captivity have access to the
school. There is need also for teachers in this region to be trained on how to
handle our children because of their past. Teachers play a big role in moulding
our children. However, some of them have been accused of stigmatizing these
children. There is need for them to be trained on how to handle the children and
play a role to ensure their success in school.

2. There is need to provide psycho social support to our children. Our children
continue to experience trauma as a result of their past. Most of these services
are limited to towns. There is need to have them decentralised to the villages
and schools all over Northern Uganda.

3. Our children were born in special circumstances, as much as we are trying to
trace their paternal relatives for identity purposes, it is not easy. Some relatives
do not want to recognise them, others we cannot access them since their fathers
used pseudonyms in the Bush, those born out of rape, their fathers are not
known. There are many documents in Uganda that require for one to access to
give information about their patrilineal heritage. This is not possible for these
children. There is need to have a special provision of the law that remove this
necessity for them.

Our Social economic status.

As we have mentioned earlier, we do not have access to good paying jobs because we
lost opportunities to go to school. We also lack access to land because of our status in
society as women, yet we have to fend for ourselves and our children. Most of the male
combatants were integrated in the army where they receive a monthly stipend.
However, we only received the amnesty package which did not put into consideration
that we came back with an extra burden which is our children. We as war survivors are
entitled to reparations which will help us to move on with life. Our social economic
status puts us in a very vulnerable position in the society whereby we are easily
targeted for gender based violence. We would like to petition parliament to do for us
the following:-
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1. Adopt a reparation policy for all war affected survivors of the conflict.

2. To ensure that the reparation policy takes care of special needs of women which
include:-

> Reparations that help us achieve equality in society, for example they give us an
opportunity to own and access land and property. In addition to that there
should be measures to restore us victims to the original situation we were in
before the violations. This includes restoration of liberty, enjoyment of human
rights, identity of family life and citizenship for us and our children, return to our

place of residence, restoration of employment and return of property owned to
us or our parents.

» Economic empowerment through programs that will assist us to establish
income generating activities. A special recovery fund should be set up for war
affected women to support us economically. This will make us to be able to
access vocational training to build skills that will help us establish and manage
income generating activities and capital to start the income generating activities.

» We should be compensated for the opportunities we lost during the conflict. We
wasted a lot of productive time in captivity and in camps and missed out on
opportunities like education and setting up livelihood opportunities that would
have made us better people socially and economically.

> Rehabilitation services are vital in our recovery process. Psychosocial services
are needed at the villages so that we who still experience trauma can access
quality mental health care. Comprehensive free health services that are
decentralised in the villages so that we can be treated for our injuries and the

reproductive health issues we continue to face such as gynaecological problems
and HIV//AIDS.

Accountability and reconciliation

It is important to us to know why we became victims of the most grievous atrocities in
the world. We need people to be held accountable for crimes meted on us which
included sexual violence, torture, conscription into the rebel movement, murder among
other international crimes. In addition to that we very importantly need
acknowledgment from the parties to the conflict, apology and reconciliation between us
and the community we live in. We are still discriminated and stigmatised with our

children. Currently JLOS is in the process of drafting a transitional justice policy. We
4
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our needs in transitional justice and ensure we achieve, justice, reconciliation and
reparation for crimes committed to us. There is need for a holistic approach to
transitional justice mechanisms whereby all processes must be implemented together
in a way they complement each other. For example we do not want a situation where
judicial processes take precedent over reparations or formal truth seeking processes do
not complement the informal truth seeking and reconciliation efforts at the grassroots.
All these processes are important to us and for us to feel involved we need them to run
simultaneously. We also need special consideration to be taken to ensure we are able to
participate fully for example, witness protection, accessibility to the mechanisms
established among others.

As members of WAN we pledge to work together with individuals, stakeholders’
government and non government organisations to ensure that there is sustainable
peace and reconciliation in Northern Uganda. We know that through this we shall also
be empowered as survivors of the war because we know that justice is a process and
not just the outcome. We shall support you through this whole process of the petition.

We would like to thank you for your support towards our cause and we hope that we
have sustainable peace with scars of the war erased so that our children and
generations to come do not suffer from results of the war but only learn from mistakes
of the past. Even if we are still in denial and consumed with the effects of the war, this
petition if submitted to parliament gives us hope that the journey to accountability,
reconciliation, healing and sustainable peace that was began in Juba years eight years
ago will be accomplished.

For God and Our Country.

Signed:

The Women'’s Advocacy Network.
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