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GULU- Children born in the captivity of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) must be mainstreamed as
partners and agents in post-conflict reconstruction say researchers from the Justice and Reconciliation
Project (JRP) in Gulu.

According to a newly published field note by JRP titled “We Are All the Same: Experiences of children
born into LRA captivity”, children born into the captivity of the LRA experience life in ways that are
unique to their identities and should be addressed specially in transitional justice.

“We Are All the Same”, is based on an innovative three year project documenting the lives of 29 children
aged between 11 and 15 living in the urban centre of Gulu by researchers Beth W. Stewart and Aloyo
Proscovia. The report documents the lives of the participating children between 2011 and 2014,
presenting some of the first extensive narrative accounts of the views and experiences of children born
into captivity following reintegration.

Based on the views and experiences shared by the participating children, the report provides
recommendations for the Ugandan government and civil society to address existing gaps, including
supporting linking the children with their extended families, and ensuring that their fathers, who in some
cases reportedly earn government incomes as soldiers, pay child support.

“As northern Uganda moves further away from its experience of active war, the ramifications continue to
be lived each day,” researcher Beth Stewart says, “Without measures to address the needs and rights [of
children born into LRA captivity], the violence of the war continues.”

The field note and project are part of JRP’s continued work to ensure the participation of children as
victims of conflict, with unique experiences, challenges and voices, in processes of justice, healing and
reconciliation. It follows research exploring the reintegration challenges of children born of war and their
mothers and an initiative that engages survivors, communities, opinion leaders and policy-makers on
providing redress for sexual- and gender-based violence survivors.

“We Are All the Same: Experiences of children born into LRA captivity can be downloaded on JRP’s
website here: http://justiceandreconciliation.com/publications/field-notes/2015/we-are-all-the-same-
experiences-of-children-born-into-Ira-captivity/.
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About the Justice and Reconciliation Project: The Justice and Reconciliation Project (JRP) promotes
locally sensitive and sustainable peace in Uganda and Africa’s Great Lakes region by focusing on the
active involvement of grassroots communities in transitional justice. Formerly a partnership of the Gulu
District NGO Forum and the Liu Institute for Global Issues, University of British Columbia, Canada, JRP
has played a key role in transitional justice in Uganda since 2005, through seeking to understand and
explain the interests, needs, concerns and views of the communities affected by war between the Lord"s
Resistance Army (LRA) and Government of Uganda (GOU). JRP became an independent NGO in 2010
with support from the Royal Norwegian Embassy, Kampala. For more information please visit
http://www.justiceandreconciliation.com.
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